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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE “THE EUROPEAN FUTURE OF THE WESTERN 

BALKANS” 

13th November, 2014-Istituto Luigi Sturzo 

 

 

Istituto Luigi Sturzo and Wilfried Martens Center for European Studies, in the prospect of the elections 

of the European Parliament and the Italian Presidency of the EU, promoted a series of initiatives that 

took place from May to December 2014 within the wide project called The Italian Presidency of the 

European Union and the challenges of democracy. The neighborhood from Mediterranean to Eastern Europe. 

The project focused on some of the main priorities and objectives of the EU, and some of the priority 

issues of the Italian Presidency,  aiming  at stimulating the debate and analysing the difficulties of the 

contemporary democracies in the context of the EU, the participation in the EU and the relations 

between the Union and the neighbouring countries. 

The third conference was dedicated to The European Future of the Western Balkans and took 

place at Istituto Luigi Sturzo on the 13th of November from 9.30 am. The conference analyzed and 

discussed the future and perspectives of EU policy towards the Western Balkans between consolidation 

and enlargement, after Croatia’s accession in 2013 as the first Western Balkan state entering the EU. 

 

Panel 

Welcome address 

Giuseppe Sangiorgi, General Secretary Istituto Luigi Sturzo 

Margherita Movarelli, Project officer Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies 

Chair 

Luigi Vittorio Ferraris, former Ambassador of Italy in Germany and Secretary of State for the Foreign 

Affairs 

Speakers 
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Stefano Bianchini, Professor, University of Bologna 

Emanuela Costantini, Professor, University of Perugia 

Emilio Cocco, Professor, University of Teramo 

Andrea Orizio, Balkans Director, European Union Directorate General, Italian Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs 

Umberto Ranieri, former President of the Foreign and Community Affairs Committee of the Chamber 

of Deputies 

 

The conference began with greetings from the Secretary-General of Istituto Luigi Sturzo, Giuseppe 

Sangiorgi, and the Project Officer of Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, Margherita 

Movarelli. Moderator of the conference was Ambassador Luigi Vittorio Ferraris.  

“It’s always a pleasure to take part to these conferences, this one in particular is an anticipation of the 

next meeting highlighting Europe and the Mediterranean, the Balkans are part of the Mediterranean 

area obviously,” said Sangiorgi. “[…] While we’re here, in Sarajevo they’re celebrating the Italian culture 

month through manifestations, meetings and events. There’s a bond, and I hope we will be able to 

create initiatives especially with Bosnia when it will become part of the EU, the biggest area of stable 

peace in the world.” 

“There’s an urge, a will, to include more and more the Balkan area into the European project.” 

Movarelli said during her greeting speech. “It’s a delicate area because of its past and because it has lost 

a lot of attention. We don’t talk about the Balkans enough, so this conference is also a way of focusing 

the attention back on this subject.” 

Professor of Politics and History at University of Bologna, Stefano Bianchini, opened the speakers’ 

session talking about the Balkan countries, the tensions between them and the delicate atmosphere 

surrounding the political and economic situation of the individual countries. 

Professor of Sociology of the environment and territory at University of Teramo, Emilio Cocco, 

analyzed the cooperation attempts made by East and West, the Adriatic and Mediterranean, Italy and 

former Yugoslavia in particular.  

Emanuela Costantini, from the University of Perugia, analyzed the oriental countries of the Balkans and 

their issues.   “It’s an area that seems to be pressed between the Ukrainian matter and the Balkan-

Adriatic  area,” Costantini said. “A marginalization linked to objective complex elements which are 

characteristic of these countries and are especially linked to their economic state.” 

Next speaker of the day was the representative of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Andrea 

Orizio, who talked about the state of the countries of the Balkans entering the European Union. “In 

these countries (Balkan) there has been a transformation caused by the process of getting closer to the 
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EU,” Orizio said. “It’s a process that helps countries transform. With our countries so close to them, 

some issues that before seemed big, now they find a quick solution in the European Union because 

they are seen from a different point of view. There’s almost a psychological change happening in these 

countries and what we have to do right now is reinforce them and the EU.” 

The last speaker, Professor Umberto Ranieri, former President of the Foreign and Community Affairs 

Committee of the Chamber of Deputies, stated that there has definitely been an improvement in the 

state of the Balkan countries and of the standards required by Brussels thanks to the help of the 

European Union, but today it looks like these countries seem to be tired and drained of energy.  “We 

have to remember that there’s not only the presence of the EU in the Balkans. There are other two 

great influencers operating in the area,” said Ranieri. “There’s Russia, who’s been reinforcing its bond 

with Serbia during the years, and there’s Turkey, this country has rediscovered the Balkans devoting 

energy and resources in this part of the world. Turkey’s economic and cultural influence has increased 

in the past years. This means that analyzing the Balkan situation means also considering the Russian 

and Turkish influence in the area.” 

At the end of the conference a debate with the audience was opened. 

 

 


