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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE “EUROPE AND RUSSIA: A WAY FORWARD” 

7TH May, 2014-Istituto Luigi Sturzo 

 

 

Istituto Luigi Sturzo and Wilfried Martens Center for European Studies, in the prospect of the elections 

of the European Parliament and the Italian Presidency of the EU, promoted a series of initiatives that 

took place from May to December 2014 within the wide project called The Italian Presidency of the 

European Union and the challenges of democracy. The neighborhood from Mediterranean to Eastern Europe. 

The project focused on some of the main priorities and objectives of the EU, and some of the priority 

issues of the Italian Presidency,  aiming  at stimulating the debate and analysing the difficulties of the 

contemporary democracies in the context of the EU, the participation in the EU and the relations 

between the Union and the neighbouring countries. 

The first conference dedicated to Europe and Russia: A way forward explored the current state of 

the relationship with our Russian neighbor and the perspectives of future evolution. It took place at 

Istituto Luigi Sturzo on the 7th May 2014, from 9:30 a.m.   

 

Panel 

Welcome address  

Pierferdinando Casini, President of Italian Senate's Foreign Policy Commission 

Giuseppe Sangiorgi, Secretary General, Istituto Luigi Sturzo 

Katja Plate, Director of Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, Rome 

Chair  

Luigi Vittorio Ferraris, former Italian ambassador to Germany and former Under-Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs 

Speakers 

Lucio Caracciolo, Director of Limes, Review of Geopolitics 

Alexey Gromyko, Deputy Director Institute of Europe, Russian Academy of Science 
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Krzysztof Lisek, Member of European Parliament, EPP 

Heidi Reisinger, Researcher, Nato Defence College 

Adriano Roccucci, Professor of Contemporary History, Università degli Studi Roma Tre 

Salome Samadashvili, former Ambassador of Georgia’s to the EU; Visiting fellow, Martens Centre for 

European Studies 

Liborio Stellino, Director for Russian Federation, Eastern Europe, Caucasus, and Central Asia at 

Ministry of Foreign Affair 

 

After a brief welcome speech from Istituto Luigi Sturzo’s Secretary-general, Giuseppe Sangiorgi, who 

introduced the project explaining the reasons for planning and scheduling this series of meetings during 

the year,  and from Konrad Adenauer Stiftung’s Director of the office in Rome, Katja Plate,  Pier 

Ferdinando Casini introduced the subject of the conference. 

Both Pier Ferdinando Casini and Katja Plate mentioned the Ukrainian matter. Moderator Ferraris 

decided to let Liborio Stellino speak in order to keep with the Ukrainian theme. “What were the 

limitations of Geneva 1 in my opinion? The fact that the event didn’t begin any new processes, 

although for the first time, four different country representatives were seated at the same table and the 

Russian Foreign Minister accepted to sit with the Ukrainian Foreign Minister. If there is going to be a 

Geneva 2, then it will have to be the place of new opportunities and hopes and for these reasons it 

needs monitoring mechanisms much more persuasive and with a much more determined time-frame,” 

said Stellino.  

Next to speak was Krzysztof Lisek, saying that there is a need for cooperation with not only Europe, 

but also with the United States. “A strategic partnership with the United States is necessary not only for 

trades, for importing and exporting, what is important is to share the same values and the same 

principles,” Lisek said. 

After Lisek’s speech, Heidi Reisinger, took the word and speaking about the Ukrainian situation she 

said that right now “we are all in an unfortunate lose-lose situation that means nobody will really win.”  

“I personally think Ukraine is going to be the biggest loser, but also Russia might lose a lot in that 

crisis, it has already lost the influence of Ukraine as a whole which is so important for Russia 

economically and politically,” Reisinger continued. “Whatever will be left of Ukraine will be turned to 

the West, towards the EU and towards NATO. Russia has also lost its other neighbouring countries, to 

be outspoken here, nobody is safe anymore (talking about the smaller countries around Russia.) The 

isolation of Russia which is already happening is clearly against Russian interest, a country that needs 

modernization partners on all spheres of public life.”  
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Salome Samadashvili was the next speaker to take the floor talking about the relationship between 

Russia and Georgia. “Who will suffer the most from Putin’s current policies are the Russian people,” 

She said. “Because Russia is much more dependent on Europe than vice versa.” 

Professor Adriano Roccucci talked about the political relationship between Europe and Russia and the 

Alterity of Russia; and mentioned as one of his geopolitical points during the speech, that the religious 

matter is also very important in Ukraine. “I think that Europe needs to have a strong Russia instead of 

a weak one. Because a weak Russia means the instability of a geopolitical space, that I think is better to 

not know about for the kinds of repercussions it can cause not only to its neighbours in a larger sense,” 

the professor concluded.  

After Roccucci, Alexey Gromyko, started his speech continuing the discussion on the European and 

Russian relationship and the Russian policies. “Russia and other European countries build empires in 

the past stretching far beyond geographical bodice of Europe and in general the history of Europe was 

in a big extent a history of expansion and penetration to other regions of the planet. So Russia can be 

seen as a major European country that at the same time has some unique features just like other 

countries have other unique features. Russia is inhabited by many non-European peoples, speaking 

non-European languages and practicing non-European religions, but at the same time there is a 

paradox. After the breakup of the Soviet Union, Russia, became more European in spite of the fact 

that now it is detached from Western Europe with much more distances than before.” Gromyko said. 

Lucio Caracciolo ended the speaker session saying that the Cold War hasn’t ended yet, because there 

was never a real signed agreement to end it. He went on to talk about the Ukrainian situation and the 

reconciliation between Russia and China.  

At the end of the conference, a debate with the audience was opened.  


