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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE “EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN: THE 

COOPERATION BETWEEN CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES” 

11th December, 2014-Istituto Luigi Sturzo 

 

 

Istituto Luigi Sturzo and Wilfried Martens Center for European Studies, in the prospect of the elections 

of the European Parliament and the Italian Presidency of the EU, promoted a series of initiatives that 

took place from May to December 2014 within the wide project called The Italian Presidency of the 

European Union and the challenges of democracy. The neighborhood from Mediterranean to Eastern Europe. 

The project focused on some of the main priorities and objectives of the EU, and some of the priority 

issues of the Italian Presidency,  aiming  at stimulating the debate and analysing the difficulties of the 

contemporary democracies in the context of the EU, the participation in the EU and the relations 

between the Union and the neighbouring countries. 

The last conference was dedicated to Europe and the Mediterranean: the cooperation between 

challenges and opportunities and took place at Istituto Luigi Sturzo on the 11th of December from 

9.30 a.m.. The conference intended to debate the status quo of the region and explore options to meet 

the challenges with policy-makers, diplomats and experts. 

 

Panel 

Welcome address  

Pierferdinando Casini, President of Italian Senate's Foreign Policy Commission 

Nicola Antonetti, Presidente, Istituto Luigi Sturzo  

Tomi Huhtanen, Director, Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies  

Caroline Kanter, Director Konrad Adenauer Stiftung-office in Rome   

Chair  
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Luigi Vittorio Ferraris, former Ambassador of Italy in Germany and Secretary of State for the Foreign 

Affairs   

Speakers  

Gian Paolo Calchi Novati, University of Pavia  

Luca Giansanti, Mediterranean and Middle East Directorate General, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs   

Laura Mirachian, former Ambassador of Italy in Syria   

Mario Morcone, Head of the Department of Civil Liberties and Immigration, Italian Ministry of Home 

Affairs    

Mario Rino Me, Centro Alti Studi Difesa  

Rodolfo Ronconi, former Head of the Department of Immigration and Border Police, Italian Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs    

   

The greeting session was held by Pier Ferdinando Casini, Nicola Antonetti, Tomi Huhtanen and 

Caroline Kanter. The role of the moderator for the conference was filled by Luigi Vittorio Ferraris.  

“It’s a time in which dialogue is necessary even more then before (between countries) to understand 

each other because we can obviously have different opinions and talking is the best way to exchange 

them,” Casini said during his speech. “We are here to talk about Europe and the Mediterranean, about 

the cooperation between these two sides. Today there is a connection so tight between all the major 

foreign, internal and defense policy issues of a country that they merge all together[…] Cooperation is a 

foreign affairs instrument, but it’s also a domestic policy one. We should implement Europe’s 

cooperation towards the Mediterranean.” 

Prefect Rodolfo Ronconi started the speakers’ session focusing on migration issue and immigrants 

arriving especially from Africa into Italy and Europe. 

Giuseppe Perrone, representative of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, talked about Mediterranean 

politics; while Prof. Gian Paolo Calchi Novati analyzed the history of colonialism in Europe and the 

Mediterranean, and the main phase of the history of the cooperation between the two shores. 

Ambassador Laura Mirachian talked about the policies that Europe tried to use in the Southern area of 

the Mediterranean and the matters we should analyze in order to create a new policy. “The first matter 

is about the principle of immutability of the barders. Do we really want to preserve the states or are we 

favourable to a fragmentation? Two: We have to decide on a general definition of terrorism. Three: We 

have to work on the principle of respect of human rights. Four: We have to work on the principle of 

immunity or fight impunity. Five: We have to decide if we’re ready or not for a new poise of the Middle 

East with different influences. Lastly, we have to understand that this is not a “one shot,” this is a very 

long process that looks for a series of policies and these policies need to be integrated.” she said.  
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Prefect Mario Morcone, was next in line to talk about the Europe and the Mediterranean matter and in 

particular about immigration. He said that Italy this year saved around 165.000 people with ordinary 

means from Southern Mediterranean countries making this one of the biggest humanitarian actions 

ever performed by Italy.  

Admiral Mario Rino Me was the last speaker of the conference; he focused on the Mediterranean Euro-

Arab area and the cooperation that needs to be improved between the two.  “To the line of separation 

between North and South in the Mediterranean area we can now add a line between stability and 

instability.” Rino Me said.  

A debate with the audience was then opened. 

Ambassador Ferraris concluded by resuming the conference and the wider project dedicated to some of 

the main issues to be addressed by EU, in general, and by the Italian Presidency semester. 

 

 


