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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE “EUROPE AND THE BALTIC REGIONAL 

COOPERATION” 

24th September, 2014-Istituto Luigi Sturzo 

 

 

Istituto Luigi Sturzo and Wilfried Martens Center for European Studies, in the prospect of the elections 

of the European Parliament and the Italian Presidency of the EU, promoted a series of initiatives that 

took place from May to December 2014 within the wide project called The Italian Presidency of the 

European Union and the challenges of democracy. The neighborhood from Mediterranean to Eastern Europe. 

The project focused on some of the main priorities and objectives of the EU, and some of the priority 

issues of the Italian Presidency,  aiming  at stimulating the debate and analysing the difficulties of the 

contemporary democracies in the context of the EU, the participation in the EU and the relations 

between the Union and the neighbouring countries. 

The second conference was dedicated to Europe and the Regional Cooperation in the Baltic Sea 

and took place at Istituto Luigi Sturzo on the 24th of September 24 from 9:30 a.m. 

 

Panel 

Welcome address 

Giuseppe Sangiorgi, Secretary General, Istituto Luigi Sturzo 

Margherita Movarelli, Project officer, Wilfried Martens Centre for  European Studies 

Chair 

Luigi Vittorio Ferraris, former Italian ambassador to Germany and former Under-Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs 

Speakers 

Martin Becker, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Latvia, Lithuania and Scandinavia 

Matthew Bryza, Director, International Centre for Defence Studies-Estonia 
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Germano Dottori, Professor of Strategic Studies, Luiss 

Kristi Raik, Senior Research Fellow, Finnish Institute of International Affairs 

Marco Tornetta, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

 “The future never starts tomorrow, the future began yesterday. This is why it’s important to read about 

the past ideas that influenced Europe, it’s important because if we don’t understand who we are or 

where we come from, what we were, it’s even more difficult to understand where we are headed and 

how to solve the issues we are faced with today.” With these words, Secretary-general of Istituto Luigi 

Sturzo, Giuseppe Sangiorgi, opened the conference. He ended his brief opening speech by passing the 

word to the moderator, former Ambassador of Italy in Germany and Secretary of State for the Foreign 

Affairs, Luigi Vittorio Ferraris, who then introduced the Project Officer and representative of the 

Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, Margherita Movarelli, as the second greeter of the day.  

Martin Becker started his speech by sharing some facts and important dates regarding the Baltic area’s 

history and continued talking about the role of the media and the Russian propaganda and her 

influence in the Baltics.  

The next speaker, Matthew Bryza, started by sharing some news that have been on the media radar in 

the Baltic area. He then analyzes the invasion of Russia in Georgia as an action that was not taken 

seriously and then in Ukraine which was seen as a critical act. "What I'm arguing is not to condemn 

Russia, we need a partnership with Russia overtime, but when the West keeps sending these signals that 

there is little cost to military action, we get situations like Crimea, which have escalated to Eastern 

Ukraine, which now leads to a new threshold, where President Putin at some point will be wondering 

what to do next." He said. 

"If we think about what the Baltic scene area during the Cold War and what it is now, you'll see that the 

most dramatic change is that the EU is now, at large, the most important Geopolitical reality in the 

Baltic area," Germano Dottori said during his speech.  

Kristi Raik talked about her reflections on the implications of the Ukrain crisis for security in the 

Nordic Baltic region for the foreign and security policies for the Nordic and Baltic countries and 

focusing on the two countries she knows very well personally about: Finland and Estonia.  

Last speaker of the day was Marco Tornetta, representative of Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who 

analyzed the connection between the Baltic area and Italy and also the connection with the 

Mediterranean.  

At the end of the conference a debate with the audience was opened. 

 


